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Q: What are the District’s plans to reopen school? 
A: At the October 13, 2020 school board meeting, the Board of Directors approved the next phase of 
instruction providing face-to-face services for students using the following model: K-3 students will 
report four days per week (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday) beginning October 29, Students in 
grades 4-12 will report to school two days per week (Tuesday and Thursday) beginning November 5, 
and students enrolled in the Life Skills/Autistic Support program will report four days per week 
(Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday) beginning October 29.  The District plans to examine safety 
and instructional issues prior to adding additional days for face-to-face instruction.   

Q: What will my child do on days they do not report to school? 
A: On days the District is not providing face-to-face instruction to students at particular grade levels, 
students will follow the same Remote Learning schedule they have been following since the 
beginning of the school year.   

Q: What if I do not feel comfortable sending my child to school at this time?  
A: The District will continue to provide instruction to all students.  If your child remains at home, they 
will be able to log into their Google Classroom to access assignments.  At the secondary level (7-12) 
teachers will broadcast their lessons live beginning at 7:30 AM.  Students will follow the regular bell 
schedule on the days students are scheduled to report to school.  At the elementary level, teachers 
will communicate specific times when they are broadcasting their lessons live.   

Q: What if I change my mind and want to begin sending my child to school for face-to-face 
instruction? 
A: Reach out to your classroom teacher and building principal to inform them you would like to have 
your child physically report to school.  They will work with you and your child to create a transition 
plan back into the classroom.  The more advanced notice parents can provide regarding their plans 
will help make the transition stronger and effective.   

Q: Can I elect to send my child only on days I am comfortable with? 
A: Yes, the District is attempting to make this phase as flexible as possible for individual situations.  
As mentioned above, please communicate your plan with your classroom teacher and building 
principal so they are fully aware of when your child will be reporting to school.   

Q: How are students protected at lunch while eating? 
A: Plexiglas barriers were purchased for all areas where we will be serving lunch.  Students will be 
seated so there is Plexiglas between them and others sitting at their table.  Students will be required 
to sit in the same seat in the cafeteria daily to help control the risk of spreading the virus.   

Q. Will meals continue to be served at pick up locations? 
A: Yes. Meals will be available to all students at no charge for the remainder of the school year, 
regardless of whether families are enrolled in the Free and Reduced Meal program.   

Q. Will breakfast be served in the classroom? 
A: No.  Due to the safety issues of serving meals in the classroom, we will not have students eating 
breakfast in classrooms this school year.  However, at the end of the school day, students in grades 
K-12 will receive food to take home.  We ask parents to save these meals for breakfast and have 
their child eat before they come to school.  Students and parents may also pick up meals at our 
elementary schools, weekdays between 10AM and 1PM.   



Q: What is the distance between students in the classroom? 
A: This question varies from one classroom to the next.  Large pieces of furniture in classrooms 
have either been moved or removed from the classroom to create more space for students.  On 
average elementary students are spaced five feet from one another and secondary students are 
spaced four feet from one another on average.  Students are required to wear a mask while they are 
in the building and will be required to keep masks on during instruction as well.   

Q: If our family travels to a hotspot, are we required to quarantine for 14 days? 
A: The District asks all families self-quarantine if they travel out of state to a hotspot.  The 
designation of hotspots changes frequently.  The Pennsylvania Department of Health maintains an 
updated list of all hotspots.  Please notify your classroom teacher or building principal of upcoming 
travel plans where you will self-quarantine.  Notification will help with the delivery of instructional 
services.   

Q: Will parents be required to conduct screenings at home?  
A: Yes. A checklist of symptoms will be emailed to all parents twice a week on Sunday and 
Wednesday once face-to-face instruction begins.  Temperature screenings will be conducted prior to 
students entering school buildings.  It is extremely important that parents keep their child at home if 
they are ill for any reason.  The strength of our model is that all students will have access to 
instruction if they must remain at home.   

Q: Will the District notify parents/guardians if their child was exposed to an individual who 
tested positive to COVID-19?  
A: Yes.  Parents/guardians will be notified by phone and/or in written form if their child is exposed to 
an individual who tested positive to COVID-19.  These notifications will provide specific directions for 
families to follow to safely care for their child and return them school.   

Q: What is the District's protocol should a student or staff member fall ill? 
A: If a student or staff member is exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 at school, the student or staff 
member will be escorted to the health office immediately for further evaluation. The District will notify 
the Allegheny County Health Department for further guidance and begin conducting contact tracing if 
required.  If a child or staff members exhibit symptoms at home, the school should be contacted 
immediately. Staff members will report this information to their direct supervisor and families must 
contact the school nurse.  In both cases, the District will contact the Allegheny County Health 
Department and follow their guidance regarding quarantine, contact tracing, and whether the District 
should change their model of instruction.  Families and staff members will be notified in the event 
exposure constitutes quarantine.   

Q: What if a student or staff member comes in contact with someone who later tests positive 
for COVID-19? 
A: If there is a known COVID-19 case in a student or staff member’s household, the District must be 
notified immediately.  Staff members will contact their immediate supervisor and families must 
contact the school nurse. The District will take immediate action based on guidance from the 
Allegheny County Health Department. 

Q: What is the return to school protocol after feeling ill? 
A: Students and staff with symptoms should not return to school until they are free of all symptoms 
and without a fever for at least 24 hours. Additional guidance from the Allegheny County Health 
Department and CDC will be followed as necessary. 

Q: How will attendance be monitored? 
A: Attendance will be monitored using three points of reference.  Student attendance will be 

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Travelers.aspx


monitored through physical attendance at school, logging onto Google Classroom, and attending live 
sessions online.  Additionally, attendance will be monitored through the submission of coursework.  
This provides flexibility to students who are unable to access live instruction during the day, while 
holding students accountable for completed coursework aligned to the state standards.   

Q: What if my child does not complete coursework by assigned deadlines or is not logging 
on to the computer? 
A: District staff will continue to reach out to families when students are not participating in learning 
exercises or turning in assignments by established due dates.  Students who do not log on or who 
do not complete assignments will be marked unlawfully absent from school and will not receive 
credit for coursework.  Failure to complete assignments or attend classes will have an impact on 
grades and promotion to the next grade level.  

Q: How will students who attend Parkway receive instruction? 
A: Parkway Career and Technology Center will be transitioning to a four day per week schedule 
(Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday) on October 29.  Transportation for students who attend PCTC 
will continue to be provided.   

Q: Can athletics and activities continue if the district is operating in the remote model when 
not required by the state? 
A: Yes. Athletics and Activities can continue as long as they are not suspended by the governing 
body like the PIAA or the WPIAL, by orders of the Health Departments, or the Governor’s office. 
Athletics and activities must follow the District’s approved Health and Safety Plan for Athletics and 
Activities. 

Q: How often will the District change models once face-to-face instruction resumes? 
A: Our model may need to change immediately in the event the District recognizes a surge of the 
virus in any of our buildings or requirements change at the county, state or federal level.  These 
decisions will be made using a variety of factors in consultation with medical professionals and the 
Allegheny County Health Department.  Given the conditions, we will give families as much advance 
notice as possible, but recommend parents be prepared for childcare on short notice.  Our current 
operating model will be evaluated regularly and discussed at each school board meeting moving 
forward.  

Q: What data will be considered to determine if a building or the entire District needs to close 
do to the spread of the virus?  
A:  In addition to county, state or federal guidance, we will make decisions based on the needs of 
our students, staff members, families.  We will continue to work closely with the Allegheny County 
Health Department to review specific cases and local data.   

Q: How will GATE services be provided in the remote model? 
A: Our gifted teacher will remain focused on preparing students for enrichment competitions and will 
collaborate with classroom teachers to provide curricular based enrichment activities.  She will 
attend some live classes and will be available during office hours to meet with small groups and 
individual students to provide services outlined in the GIEP.   

Q: How will services outlined in Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) and 504 Service 
Agreements be delivered using remote instruction? 
A: Teachers will review all IEPs and 504 Service Agreements for students on their caseload to make 
sure all Specially Designed Instruction, accommodations, and related services are considered and 
met, where possible, during remote instruction.  IEP teams will reconvene to revise Specially 



Designed Instruction to determine which are appropriate and applicable for remote instruction.  504 
teams will reconvene when necessary and adjust applicable services.  

Q: Will volunteers be permitted in our school buildings? 
A: No. Non-essential visitors and classroom volunteers will not be permitted at any time. 

Q: Are masks required and how will they be enforced? 
A: Yes. Masks covering a person’s nose and mouth are required for all staff members and all 
students at all times while in school.  Masks are also required on district transportation. Enforcement 
of face coverings will be addressed by the building administration. 

Q: How many students will each bus carry and how many students per seat? 
A: Transportation will continue to be provided for all students if necessary.  The District strongly 
encourages parents to drive their child to or from school when possible.  This will reduce the number 
of students on the bus.  The district will operate on a schedule that does not exceed a capacity of 
two children per seat. Elementary bus schedules will be delayed by 15 minutes at the elementary 
level to allow students to report directly to their classroom.  

Q: Does remote instruction count toward the 180-day, 900/990-hour state mandate? 
A: Yes. The Pennsylvania Department of Education has issued guidance for the 2020/2021 school 
year providing schools the flexibility to meet the day and hour requirements while using remote 
learning. 

 

 

 

https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/Pages/InstructionalHours.aspx

